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future,” said Robert Priddle, Executive Director of the International Energy Agency
(IEA) as he presented today a new document “Energy & Poverty™. Paris, 21
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Parent-Youth Network for Education Reform

18 Ekamai so1 10, Wattana district

Bangkok, Thailand 10110
12 December 2002

Dear Mr.Nicolas Howen, the Asia-Pacific representative of the

UN High Commission for Human Rights,

Have you ever heard about children’s suicide and the high
unhappiness and frustration in Asian countries about the educational
system, including in Thailand (Time Asia, document enclosed)?

In Thailand the suicide rates among teenagers is second only to
adult workers. The main reasons are parents’ and teachers’ wrong
attitudes, problems with friends, and the educational system. About 619
of Thai students have too much tension from the educational system,
leading them to drug addiction and misbehavior (confirmed by the Thai
Farmers Bank Research Center, 1999 and many researches). About 369
of students have depressive disorders (researched by Dr.Winadda Piyasilp,
a psychologist from a children’s hospital) and about 40% have had
suicidal thoughts (researched by Prof. Dr. Umaporn Trangkasombat, a
psychologist from Chulalongkorn University )

Thailand started educational reform since 1999, but it still keeps
the same method of studying many subjects (now there are 21 subjects in
every level from grade 1 until grade 12). Every subject is repeated every
year. And many schools assign too many projects, resulting in an overload

of homework. Now, Thai students in many schools work too hard, have
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inadequate time for relaxing and sleeping, and have too much tension.

So, we want vour help in urging the Thai government and many
governments in Asia to protect our children from being overloaded with
irrelevant and useless subjects and unproductive homework. Educational
reform should be based on brain research. At the same time the govern-
ment should promulgate laws to protect the rights of children, and the
Thai government must follow the international convention on the rights of
the child, especially sections 19, 31, 32 and 33.

I hope that you will help the children in the world, especially in
Asia. I have complained about this matter to the Thai Human Rights Com-
mission a year ago but without any response.

Thank you very much for helping the children in the world and
Thai children.

Sincerely,

Dr.Kamolpan Cheewapansri
Chair, Parent-Youth Network

Tel. 0-26881-2810
Mobile : 0-1298-0284
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Call of the World Social Movements,
Porto Alegre, Brazil, 27 January 2003
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